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• Course description:               (course code JurZ5066) 
The course provides a deepening of your knowledge of European law and an advanced edu-
cation in practical case-solving. It focuses on those elements and structures of the law of the 
European Union, which are fundamental for the understanding of the Union and for the 
work as a lawyer in its member states. It deals in particular with the basic concepts and the 
implementation and enforcement of European Union law, with the competences and insti-
tutions of the Union, the protection of fundamental rights in Union law and the economic 
fundamental freedoms of the Union's citizens. 
The law of the European Union will not be presented in the conventional abstract way, but 
packed in practical cases, which show the relevance for the practical work of a lawyer. We 
will solve the cases and elaborate complex solutions together. Thereby the course partici-
pants will get a thorough instruction and advanced training in the methods and techniques 
of legal case-solving, in particular in the writing of legal opinions. They will learn and train 
how to approach an individual case, how to work out precisely the exact question to answer, 
how to structure correctly the solution of a case in the field of European law and how to for-
mulate it accurately. They shall also gain the ability to solve entangled cases with compli-
cated facts and intricate complex legal problems in a rational, well-structured, comprehen-
sible and reconstructable way. Eventually, they will be so familiar with the strict inherent 
rules of legal case-solving, that they will easily discover the weak points and flawed argu-
ments in the presentation of cases by their colleagues, being able to take advantage of them, 
for example in legal disputes and Court proceedings. 

• Conditions: 
The joint course of the Faculty of Law and the Riga Graduate School of Law is open for stu-
dents of all faculties. In order to get 4 credit points (B), participants are required to pass an 
interim examination (course paper in March, 60 %) and a final examination (written test in 
April, 40 %). The students at the Riga Graduate School of Law also have the option to 
follow the first part of the course only, in order to get 2.5 credit points. 

• Time and Place: 
Wednesday and Thursday, 15.00 - 19.00, Auditorium W23 at Riga Graduate School of Law 
(Strelnieku iela 4k-2). The course starts on February 11 and will finish on March 10 resp. April 14.  

• Further information: 
At www.lanet.lv./~tschmit1 or directly from the lecturer (tschmit1@gwdg.de). 
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• Contents: 
§ 1  Introduction to the methods and techniques of legal case-solving 
§ 2  Basic concepts of the law of the European Union 
§ 3  Implementation and enforcement of the law of the European Union 
§ 4  The competences and the institutions of the European Union 
§ 5  The fundamental rights in the law of the European Union 
§ 6  The economic fundamental freedoms of the citizens of the Union 
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For the solving of cases concerning the economic fundamental freedoms see also the diagrams from 
my course "EC Internal Market Law", Autumn Semester 2009 (http://home.lanet.lv/~tschmit1/ 
Lehre/EC_Internal_ Market_Law.htm). 
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